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KEY FACTS AND FIGURES

ÁCoastline : 7,516 kms
ÁPopulation : 1.33 billion persons
ÁPopulation in Coastal States/Uts: 560 million persons

ÁIndia among top ten countries that mismanage plastic waste
Á10 top river systems contribute 90% to marine plastic waste washed into the ocean; of 

these 3 river systems are in India: Indus, Ganges and Brahmaputra
Á# Plastic dumped into ocean per year: 600,000 tons (2015)
Áт҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ {ƻƭƛŘ ²ŀǎǘŜ ƛǎ tƭŀǎǘƛŎ
ÁSolid waste from Metro cities : 1,680 to 11,000 tons/day
ÁMumbai alone accounts for : 2,200 MLD of waste into costal waters
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CHALLENGES

ÁLack of basic waste collection and municipal waste 
management
ÁPrevalence of wide spread illegal dumping
ÁNo financial incentives
ÁExcessive use of single-use plastic
ÁPoor awareness among the citizens
ÁEmerging economic sectors such as e-commerce 

(amazon, flipkart) exacerbating use of plastic in 
packaging
ÁFood delivery aggregators estimated to produce 

22,000 tons of plastic per month
ÁRisks to marine life: 80 short-fined pilot whales 

stranded in Tuticorin coasts
ÁApprx1 percent of urban population engaged 

informally in waste recycling
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

ÁSignatory to UNEPs Clean Sea Campaign
ÁNational ban on single-use plastic: plastic cups, bags, plates, small bottles, straws and 

sachets, including manufacturing, usage and import of these items
ÁEstimate that ban on these six items will have 5 to 10% reduction in the 14 million tins 

of plastic used
ÁBan on micro-beads from 2020
ÁEliminate all single use plastic by 2022
ÁIndia Plastic Waste Management Rules (2016) focused on municipal and rural levels but 

seldom imposed
ÁAmendments to the Plastic Waste Management Rules in 2018 to ban non-compostable 

plastic bags less than 50 microns and phase out multi-layered plastic.

ÁTransform non-recyclable plastic waste into usable low-sulphursynthetic fuel using 
ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ǳǇŜǊŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ
ÁFishermen in Kollam, Kerala, collecting plastic waste from sea that is shredded and used 

in constructing road
ÁA 1km single lane road can integrate 1 tin of plastic and reduce bitumen use

INNOVATIONS
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KEY FACTS AND FIGURES

ÁCoastline : 644 kms
ÁPopulation : 427, 756 persons
ÁA chain of 26 atolls

ÁWaste produced : 860 tons per day
ÁWaste produced by tourism industry: 21%
ÁA single tourist produces 3.5 kgs of garbage per day
ÁWaste from urban areas : 65%
ÁWaste from island communities : 35%
ÁIn 2016, Maldives imported 40 million plastic bags
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