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What does the IPCC Report say?
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1. Recent changes in the climate are widespread, rapid, and 
intensifying and unprecedented in thousands of years

2. Emissions of greenhouse gases from human activities are 
responsible for approximately 1.1oC of warming since 1850

3. It is indisputable that human activities are causing climate change 
events, including heat waves, heavy rainfall, and droughts that are  
more frequent and more severe

4. Climate change is already affecting every region on Earth in multiple 
ways. The changes we experience will increase with further warming

5. Unless there are immediate, rapid and large-scale reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, limiting warming to 1.5oC will be beyond 
reach

6. To limit global warming, strong, rapid and sustained reductions in 
CO2, methane and other greenhouse gases are necessary
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Urban October focuses on the climate crisis

➢ The month begins with World Habitat Day on the first Monday of October, 
which falls on 4 October in 2021. The theme for this year’s World Habitat 
Day is Accelerating urban action for a carbon-free world. As cities are 
responsible for some 70 percent of global carbon dioxide emissions, we will 
look at how to create sustainable, carbon-neutral, inclusive cities and 
towns.

➢ Urban October ends with World Cities Day on 31 October 2021. The specific 
theme for this year is Adapting Cities for Climate Resilience as cities 
worldwide are increasingly suffering the effects of climate-related disasters, 
such as floods, droughts, sea level rise, heatwaves, landslides and storms. 
This will look at creating more sustainable, climate-resilient societies.
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Key events and milestones



World Habitat Day Message
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It is our cities and towns which are responsible for much of the climate 

change, which is resulting in devastating floods, droughts and violent 

storms.

The recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic is an opportunity for the 

world’s cities, to put climate action on top of their agenda. 

This is a chance to change how we generate our power, construct our 

buildings, heat, cool and light up our offices and homes, and travel 

around from home to work.

Cities are the incubators of innovation and new technology. We must 

harness this strength for better climate change solutions. 

Maimunah Mohd Sharif 

Executive Director 

October 2021 Statement upon 

World Habitat Day



Empowering Cities for a Net Zero Future
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Cities for a Net Zero Future
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UN-HABITAT CITIES & CLIMATE CHANGE 

INITIATIVE

19 countries

431,000+ direct 
beneficiaries thru 
infrastructure and 
upgrading projects

53 cities

17.8 million indirect 
beneficiaries thru city-

level policies, plans, 
and assessments

256 communities

Since 2009:



Normative and Operational Guidelines
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Our Common Agenda

I am here to sound the alarm. The world must wake up. We are on the edge of an 
abyss and moving in the wrong direction. 

Our world has never been more threatened. Or more divided. We face the greatest 
cascade of crises in our lifetimes.
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Key Proposals Across the 12 Commitments
All in line with and designed to accelerate the achievement of the SDGs.



Impact of Budget Reductions 

• Country offices currently receive very limited funding from core resources – further reduction will result in 100% project funding 
reducing the time the country offices have to support ad hoc support to governments, coordination with development partners and 
the UN and to support the normative mandate of UN-Habitat (beyond the country)

• HQ and the Regional Office for AP will proportionally be more affected by a reduction of core resources: Implications for countries:
• 15 countries in the Asia-Pacific Region do not have offices but ongoing programmes managed by RO – this will need to be cut
• 11 countries have no country activities – engagement will be further reduced

• All 31 country-programmes / and the portfolio of USD 70M / year are coordinated by only four Senior/Human Settlements Officers 
(S/HSOs) (2 P5s and 2 P4s) mainly paid for by non-earmarked resources/project support costs; 2P5s and 1P3 are currently not filled 
because of lack of core resource

• The Operational support for all but 3 countries is provided by the Regional Office by 1P3 (and X LL and LICA) – 1 P4 position not filled
• The lack of personnel has a direct impact on Knowledge Management, Advocacy and Communication as well as non-project related 

technical advisory services
• The Bangkok office serves as UN liaison office. To implement the Secretary General’s Reform in the AP region this position is crucial in 

support of the Regional Representative. The Head of Office position (P5) is currently not filled.
• To roll out the Asia-Pacific Strategy effectively and enhance concrete impact on the ground, we need to increase our capacity→ ROAP 

needs to access more core resources
• To activate the Regional Architecture, increase the UN-Habitat footprint in Asia-Pacific, implement resolutions and support the 

implementation of SDG11 at country level, Member States should co-fund the establishment of Multi-Country Offices and Country 
Offices

Deliver our passion and heart to people

Thank you


